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President’s Message
President, Evalyn Cabell

Now that Old Man Winter has
visited most of our yards, | am
assuming that ours all look pretty
much the same............. BROWN!!!!

However, | have been loving the beautiful fall
color display that our Minden trees have shown
us. They have been magnificent. The area looked
like a beautiful artists painting. The Bradford Pear
trees have really outdone themselves as have the
maples.

Even though our days have often been really cold,
we have had some very good gardening days too.
The Teaching garden has had a lot of help from
some of our members. Genie Burkhalter had lots
of pansies and mums left from the MG Ag Magic
display at the fair so she and Reggie brought them
back for us to use in our gardens. This way the
investment in plants gets double duty. Glenda
Collums and Carolyn Rinehart planted vyellow
mums around the gazebo and Pam Gruner
cleaned out the fountain bed and planted pansies
and some Swiss chard and kale. The flowering
plants are not real colorful yet but should be very
nice when they get established. Thank you all.

Lee Faulk said that he had some very good helpers
in our MG group and praised their participation
and planning. Genie Burkhalter purchased the
supplies for the display. Thank you to all who
helped make it a success.

Can You Dig It?

www.phlmg.com

Newsletter of the Piney Hills Louisiana Master Gardeners

Editor: Glenda Collums

| was so pleased that our PHLMG’s were well
represented at the Southern Region Master

Gardener Conference in Baton Rouge. It was an
outstanding conference, excellent speakers, good
topics, tours and vendors. Those attending the
conference were Linda Berry, Melba Love, Linda
Wilson, Loice Lacy, Sally Martin, Kay Elzen and
myself. We had a good time and learned lots of
good gardening tips. And of course, came home

For those of you who missed the November
meeting and Silent Auction | have to say that you
missed a really fun evening. After it was over we
added over $1600.00 to our bank balance. Thank
you Connie. A great job. And thanks to her
helpers. Connie and Marjorie did a wonderful job
of setting it up and over seeing the process.

Good food and entertainment was promised for
our Christmas party and, as usual, Brenda
Perryman delivered!

Happy and Healthy Holidays to all of you and may
you stay warm and cozy with those you love.

Happy Gardening.
Evalyn
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2014 Christmas Party

December 4, 2014 was the date that the
Piney Hills Louisiana Master Gardeners gathered
together to celebrate the Christmas season.

As usual Event Committee Chair, Brenda
Perryman produced a fun and entertaining
evening for those that attended. Helping her
were Maryanna Perryman and Linda Berry. Lovely
centerpieces for each table included poinsettias
supplied by Frankie Brand.

A traditional Christmas meal with all the
trimmings was served and catered by Rebecca
McDaniel. It was delicious! Piano music was
provided by Guy Twyman as everyone ate.

Entertainment followed the meal with the
First United Methodist Church Puppet Ministry
directed by Dr. Carol Twyman. What a great
bunch of kids!

A big thank you goes out to Brenda and
her committee for a job well done!
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A Gardener’s Version of the Night
Before Christmas

'Twas the night before Christmas and all through
the yard

the branches were bare and the ground frozen
hard;

The roses were dormant and mulched all around
to protect them from damage if frost heaves the
ground.

The perennials were nestled all snug in their beds
while visions of 5-10-5 danced in their heads.
The new-planted shrubs, had been soaked by the
hose

to settle their roots for the long winter's doze;
And out on the lawn, the new fallen snow
protected the roots of the grasses below.

When what to my wondering eyes should appear
but a truck full of gifts of gardening gear.

Saint Nick was the driver - the jolly old elf

and he winked as he said, "I'm a gardener myself.
I've brought wilt-pruf, rootone, and gibberellin,
too.

Please try them and see what they do.

To start new plants, a propagating kit.

Sparkling new shears, for the old apple tree.

To seed your new lawn, I've a patented sower;

in case it should grow, here's a new power
mower.

For seed-planting days, I've a trowel and a dibble,
and a roll of wire mesh if the rabbits should
nibble.

For the feminine gardener, some gadgets she
loves;

plant stakes, a sprinkler, and waterproof gloves;
A chemical agent for the compost pit,

and for pH detecting, a soil testing kit.

With these colorful flagstones, lay a new garden
path,

for the kids to enjoy, and bird feeder and bath.
And last but not least, some well-rotted manure.
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A green Christmas year round, these gifts will
ensure."

Then jolly Saint Nick, having emptied his load,
started his truck and took to the road.

And | heard him exclaim through the motor's loud
hum

"Merry Christmas to all, and to all a green
thumb!"

Submitted by Evalyn Cabell from

Horticulture & Home Pest News
www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews

A Favorite Recipe

WASSAIL

2 qt. Apple Cider

1 gt. Cranberry juice
1 qt. Orange Juice
3/4 Cup sugar

6 Cinnamon sticks

2 tsp. whole cloves

Put sugar and juices in a large percolator coffee
pot and stir to mix.

Place spices in the basket of the coffeepot and
perk like coffee.

May add rum if desired.

Makes slightly over 4 qt. Should serve about 15 to
18 people.

Submitted by Evalyn Cabell
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Take Care of Winter Garden Chores

By Dan Gill
LSU AgCenter Horticulturist

The pace of things tends to slow down a bit this
time of year in the garden. Although we may
continue to plant, prepare beds, harvest winter
vegetables and enjoy cool-season flowers, most
gardeners find this a more relaxed time of year.
This is especially true for high-maintenance jobs
like mowing lawns, shearing hedges and watering,
since lawn grasses and shrubs are dormant, and
cooler, wetter weather reduces the need for extra
irrigation.

Taking a little time now can save time and money
when you move into high gear next spring. Before
you put away gardening equipment, consider a
few winter preparations that can save delays and
costly repairs next spring.

An important job is to make sure all gasoline is
burned from any gas-powered equipment, or add
a stabilizer to it. This helps keep the lines and
carburetor clear. If any piece of power equipment
needs repairs or service, now is a good time to get
that done so everything is in good shape and
ready for work when you need it next year. Check
the owner’s
equipment for specific recommendations, or take
your equipment to an appropriate dealer that

manual that came with the

services that equipment or a repair shop.

Other timely tips for gardening equipment,
supplies and the landscape include:

Disconnect, drain and store inside any water
hoses that you will not need to use this winter.
This extends their life and protects them from
freeze damage.

Clean and sharpen tools before you put them

away. Wipe the metal blades with an oily cloth,
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coating them with a thin layer of protective oil
that helps prevent corrosion. Coat wooden
handles with a sealer, Tung oil or varnish.

Store liquid pesticides in a locked cabinet in a
location where they will not freeze. Some garden
pesticides have a water base and may freeze if
stored in an unheated shed during prolonged
periods of below freezing temperatures. If the
liquid freezes, the container may be damaged,
allowing the material to

leak out when

temperatures warm.

If you harvested any seeds from your garden to
plant next year or have some packets of seeds left
over, place them in a plastic or glass container
with a tight-fitting lid and store them in your
refrigerator to keep them viable. Make sure you
label the seeds with the type and when they were
harvested or purchased. Try to use seeds within a
year of harvesting or purchasing them.

Don’t forget to add nature’s generous bounty of
leaves provided this time of year to your compost
piles, or use them to mulch shrub and flower
beds. Shred the leaves by running over them with
a mower (bag attached) and they will decompose
faster. Also, sprinkle some fertilizer that contains
nitrogen over each 1-foot layer of leaves, and
don’t forget to keep the pile moist (not wet) to
speed decomposition. Stockpile pine straw in
plastic bags to use as mulch and for freeze
protection.

We know it will get cold enough this winter at
some point that tropical plants in our landscapes
will need protection. Plan for it now by deciding
what tender plants you will choose to protect and
what plants will be left to fend for themselves.
Make sure you have enough materials on hand to
protect those plants you will cover. Suitable
materials include plastic, fabric sheets, blankets,
tarps and cardboard boxes to name a few. Each
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plant to be protected needs to have a covering
large enough to extend to the ground. It also
helps to have stakes available to drive into the
ground around plants to help support the
coverings over the plants and bricks to weight
down the bottom edges of the covering.

Weeds will continue to grow here through the
cool season. Do not let these unwanted bullies
take over your flower beds. Oxalis, a clover look-
alike, is one of the worst. For physical control you
must remove not just the foliage but also the
carrot-like root or bulbs below ground. Dig them
out with a trowel. An alternative is to use a
systemic herbicide, such as Finale or Roundup.
Only apply the spray to the foliage of the oxalis,
and do not allow it to get on the leaves of any
desirable plants nearby. In lawns, a broadleaf
weed killer appropriate to use on the type of grass
you have will do a good job eliminating oxalis and
other cool-season weeds.

Why Poinsettias and Christmas
Cactuses Fail to Bloom

Christmas cactuses, and occasionally poinsettias,
are two holiday plants that gardeners save from
one year to the next. If you did save yours from
last year and find that it is not blooming now, the
most common cause for flower failure in these
two plants is exposure to artificial light at night.
Both are short-day plants, meaning that they form
flower buds and bloom only when they are
exposed to periods when the hours of darkness
are longer than the hours of light each day. That is
why they bloom this time of the year when nights
are long and not during the summer when nights
are short. Christmas cactus plants are also
induced to bloom when nighttime temperatures
are in the fifties. Keep this in mind next year if you
want them to bloom.
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County Agent’s Corner
Lee Faulk, LSU MG Coordinator

As a child, |1 was dubious of the statement that
time flies by the older you get. Looking back now,
| see the wisdom in this adage. Here we are in
mid-December with Christmas and the New Year
right around the corner. For the last week or so,
I've racked what little brain | have for ideas for
this news article. Many have come to mind. So
many, in fact, that rather than bore you, or fill up
valuable space; I’'m going to hit the high points of
several things:

e Soil Testing- | know, | know, performing a
soil test is all you hear about from me. Soil
testing is such a crucial step in whatever
plant, grass, or tree you are trying to grow.
Unless there is a problem, | generally
recommend soil sampling yards, gardens,
and flowerbeds every three years or so.
The late fall is a wonderful time to test
your soil. If pH levels need to be adjusted
with lime, now is the time to apply. Many
times, homeowners call me about a
problem with their St. Augustine or
Centipede lawn in June, we perform a test,
and they have a pH problem. Lime takes a
long time to effect a change in pH in the
soil, so they would have been much better
off testing early in the year, then making
an application. Please let me know if | can
help you get started soil sampling.

e Pruning- As we transition into winter,
pruning trees is a popular topic for many
homeowners and gardeners. Please
inform yourself before pruning though.
Also, please remember not to commit
“Crape Murder”. Many lawn service
companies and homeowners incorrectly

prune Crape Myrtles. For more
information on pruning Crape Myrtles,
here is a good source:

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/news archiv
e/2012/january/news you can use/Prune
-crape-myrtles-properly.htm
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e Firewood and live Christmas Trees- Wood
burning stoves and fireplaces provide a
welcome respite from a cold winter night.
Live Christmas Trees are a must to a large
number of households during the holiday
season. Please remember, though, not to
buy firewood or Christmas trees from afar,
and bring them home. Firewood and
Christmas trees provide a wonderful
harbor, and mode of transportation for a
litany of insects and diseases. One
example is the Emerald Ash Borer. This
insect is very detrimental to Ash trees, and
at this point, there is no chemical control.
The Emerald Ash Borer has been confirmed
in Arkansas, and moves around very well
in firewood.

I’'m considering doing a question of the quarter
section in this newsletter. If this is something you
feel would be of interest, please let me know. If
you have any questions, my door is always open.
Please feel free to call, email, or stop by the
office. I'm usually in the Webster office on
Tuesday afternoons and all day on Thursdays. The
rest of my week is spent in the Claiborne office.
This does change quite often, though, due to
meetings and other obligations. My contact
information is below in case you need it.

In closing, as we come to that time of year where
we all take time to count our blessings and be
thankful, | would like to say thank you to all of
you. Itis a true blessing for me to be able to work
with a group of talented, devoted people such as
the members of the Piney Hills Master Gardeners.

Have a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New
Year.

Lee Faulk

Assistant County Agent
Claiborne and Webster Parishes
Email: afaulk@agcenter.lsu.edu
Claiborne Office: 318-927-3110
Webster Office: 318-371-1371
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

BUDS & BLOOMS

Plans for the annual Buds & Blooms are
being finalized with more information available
after the first of the year according to the event
committee.

Here is what we know so far:

Date: February 21, 2015

Time: 9am until noon

Place: First United Methodist Church
Minden, LA

Cost: $10

A total of four speakers will be on hand to
share their knowledge on several entertaining
topics; one of which will be beekeeping.

Demonstrations, vendors and great food
can be had at this annual fun event!

A crowd gathered for the 2014 Buds & Blooms

affle TabI t Buds & Blooms 2014
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GREEN THUMB JAMBOREE

The Piney Hills Louisiana Master Gardeners
decided to replace their annual garden tour, Trails
and Trellises for the year of 2015 with a jamboree!

What is a jamboree? Fun, good times, education,
and food!

Come get your plant-related questions answered.
View garden specific demonstrations.
speakers.

Listen to
Let your children enjoy several
different activities just for them while you shop at
the vendors with their wares on display!

And, don’t forget! The PHLMG will hold their
annual plant sale during the jamboree.

Be sure to take a minute and browse through the
teaching garden. It has been lovingly tended all
through the year. See what changes a year
makes!

Green Thumb Jamboree

Date: April 18, 2015
Place: Webster Parish Extension Office
Cost: None
Time: 9am until 3pm
Contact: Frankie Brand @ 927-2106

Iiias. . / . :
Butterfly Garden in the Teaching Garden the
Summer of 2014
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Master Gardener of the Quarter

President, Evalyn Cabell, in an effort to recognize
the efforts of our hard working Master Gardeners,
has implemented the ‘Master Gardener of the
Quarter’.

Each member of the organization submits their
candidate by secret ballot. The votes are then
counted and the results announced. Deciding on
a candidate is hard with all of the possible choices
in our group.

Brenda Perryman was chosen as our very first
Master Gardener of the Quarter!

Brenda was asked these three questions:

1. Why did you become a Master
Gardener?

2. What is your favorite thing about being
a Master Gardener?

3. What do you think is the most important
thing you have learned as a Master Gardener?

Here is her reply:

“My reason for taking the MG class was to learn
plants, landscaping,
etc...everything needed to enhance the outdoors
of our old house. | have learned much, though |
still don't know the names of most plants and
Can You Dig It?
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bugs (sorry Marjorie). | really didn’t know what |
was getting into, but what a giving group PHLMG
is. They will leave their own projects and
gardening to pull weeds, plant, or whatever is
needed. They share advice, plants, and best of all,
friendship!!”

We are very fortunate to have a Master Gardener
such as Brenda. One who is willing to give of her
time, energy and knowledge whenever it is
needed.

When you see her next, please give her a heartfelt
thank you!

And, be thinking of who you would like to
nominate for our next ‘Master Gardener of the
Quarter’.

Last Minute Gifts for Gardeners

e A gardener can always use more tools.

e Consider things that wear out or run out like
garden gloves, watering wands and hoses,
garden hats, gardening clogs or boots, plant
labels/signs, and knee pads.

¢ Consider something unique and practical such
as a soil test kit, a sun calculator, or a
moisture meter.

e To help them plan for next year’s garden, give
them a subscription to a gardening magazine.

e For those times when they are out of their
garden, give them gifts that allow them to visit
or read about other gardens for both
inspiration and renewal. Give them a basket
with books.

e A really great gift for the gardener is a
membership at the local botanic garden or
arboretum.

e And, if you aren’t sure what to get, you can
never go wrong with a gift certificate to their
favorite nursery!
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QUARTERLY CROSSWORD FOR YOUR
ENJOYMENT—
PROVIDED BY LINDA CHRISTY

ACROSS:

4. Holiday drink, egg .

6. Tis this holiday season.

8. Human hearing device.

9. A hanging piece of ice formed when water
freezes as it drips down.

10. Used as a title before a knight or baronet.
11. Garden tool used for chopping.

13. Of or relating to the south.

15. Used to refer to a single person or thing.
17. A plant with circular leaves with yellow,
orange or red flowers that may be eaten.

20. The colored part of your eye.

24. A shiny black substance that is used in pencils.

25. A person who is very skilled at something.
26. Bench placed in rows in a church.
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DOWN:

1. Special event or time.

2. Large mostly flat area of land that has few
trees and is covered in grasses.

3. An opening in a wall or fence.

5. Plot of land for growing vegetables/flowers.
7. Small or large hand shears.

11. A male person.

12. A naturally occurring mineral containing a
valuable constituent for which it is mined and
worked.

14. Along boat paddle.

16. The physical world and everything in it
(plants, animals, oceans, etc.) not made by
people.

18. Abbreviation of tarpaulin.

19. To make a short, high sound with a horn or
whistle.

21. A sharp blow or knock (on a door).

22. Frozen water.

23. To make or repair something (such as cloth)
by using needle and thread.

Answers can be found on page 12, but don’t cheat!

Winter 2014 — 2015 Issue

Page8



Cold-Weather
Compost

Keeping the compost cooking through
winter in any region.

By Genevieve Slocum
Photography by Christa Neu

The sight of steam rising from a compost pile on a
cold winter day is sure to warm the heart of
every organic gardener. It's a sign that when
spring comes, you'll have a batch of fresh compost
to use for getting seeds and transplants off to a
healthy start in your garden. Frigid weather
outside can slow the decomposition process, but
you can maintain an essential core of heat, which
indicates that crucial microbial activity is occurring
inside the pile. "The outside layer of the pile will
be ambient temperature," says Mark Van Horn, a
researcher at the University of California-Dauvis,
"but if things are right, the inside of the pile will
be hot." These hints from the experts we spoke to
will help keep your compost cooking through

winter in any region.
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Microbe Management

Even in winter, acompost pileis alive, an

ecosystem in flux. Microorganisms such as
bacteria, fungi, and actinomycetes
(Definition: Any of various filamentous or rod-

shaped, often pathogenic microorganisms of the or
der Actinomycetales that are found in soil and rese
mble bacteria and fungi) account for most of the
decomposition activity in a compost pile,"
explains Dave Wilson, research agronomist at
the Rodale Institute. The microbial action in
decomposition is exothermic, which means that
heat is a by-product of the chemical process of
breaking down the material.

The microbes' metabolism slows down as the
temperature dips, which explains why food keeps
in a refrigerator or freezer. In winter, your goal is
to create an ideal habitat for microbes. Think of it

as "micro-husbandry."

Feeding. Microbes need a balanced diet, a mix
of carbon- and nitrogen-rich materials (also
known as "browns" and "greens"). Your kitchen
scraps, such as vegetable and fruit peelings, coffee
grounds, and houseplant trimmings are handy
sources of nitrogen-rich ingredients. You can also
compost eggshells and even domestic waste
products like shredded newspaper. Manure
from chickens or rabbits is loaded with heat-
generating nitrogen. If you don't have access to
that, you can add alfalfa pellets (sold as rabbit
food) or blood meal to give your pile a nitrogen

boost.

For carbon-rich ingredients, use straw,
fallen leaves, shredded newspaper, or sawdust.

You can toss in small amounts of ashes from your
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fireplace or woodstove, which also enhance the
calcium, phosphorus, and potassium content of

your finished compost.

Particle size. Help chilly, sluggish microbes by
doing some of the work for them—chop or shred
both browns and greens before adding them to
the pile. Tamara Listiak of the Texas A & M
Cooperative Extension recommends shredding the
material into pieces smaller than 2 inches. The
pile heats up uniformly, and the small particles
form a kind of mat that shields the pile's warm
core from outside temperature extremes, she

explains.

Layering. During warm periods, you can just add
ingredients to your compost pile as they become
available. But in the cold season, take time to add
layers of brown ingredients to your green
materials. The layers help insulate your pile,

trapping heat and gases inside.

Moisture. Winter winds and low humidity can
suck the moisture out of your compost pile. The
microbes need moisture to survive. During warm
spells, water the pile. Leave it damp, but not

soaking.

Fresh air. In warm weather, frequent turning is
the best way to keep microbes well supplied with
oxygen. But in winter, you want to cause as little
disturbance as possible to the layer of insulation.

Wait until spring to turn the pile.

Outside Insulators

While your pile is cooking inside, you can boost its

external temperature, too.
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Solar power. Where winter is long and frigid, site

your compost pile in full sun.

Snowbound. A long-lasting blanket of snow
insulates compost from deep freezes, but it can
inhibit thawing. Leave it on piles to which you are
not adding new material; scrape it off when you

put on a fresh layer.

Tarp trap. Covering your pile with a canvas or
plastic tarp prevents heat and moisture loss more
effectively than a layer of snow. Just remember to
add water to the pile regularly when you've

shielded it from natural sources.

Bale out. Pack straw bales around your bin or pile
for another layer of protection from wind and

cold.

In_the pits. Dig a trench and fill it with compost
ingredients to use the ground's stored heat as an

insulating buffer.

Homemade Insulated Composter

1. Using a sharp utility knife, cut the bottom out
of a plastic trash can.

2. Poke or drill holes around the sides of the can, 6

to 12 inches from the top, for ventilation.

3. Dig a 1-foot hole and sink the can into it.
4. Insulate the aboveground part of the can with

straw bales, packing dried leaves into the gaps.

5. Put a few scoops of soil or compost in the
bottom, and layer brown and green ingredients as
they become available. Keep the lid tightly closed

between additions.
Article provided by Kathy Love.
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Turn a Wooden Pallet

Into a Garden-Tool Rack
' S

Shipping pallets can be found for free at many

hardware stores, furniture stores or even
construction sites. Using a recycled pallet,
recycled bow rake heads (who hasn’t broken a
handle or two working the back forty) and less
than ten dollar’s worth of hardware, this garden
tool rack has rustic appeal and will help to
wrangle the many garden tools one accumulates.

You Will Need

One recycled 40”x48” shipping pallet / two
recycled bow rake heads / four 12”x%” galvanized
anchor bolts / four %” nuts / eight %” washers /
paint or stain / six 3” deck screws / hammer /
crowbar / tape measure / drill with %” bit, %” bit
and Phillips head screwdriver bit / adjustable
wrench /paintbrush / level.

Prepare Pallet
Inspect pallet for damage and tap down any
protruding nails. Use a damp cloth to wipe clean.

Remove Slat for Cubby

Use a crowbar or claw hammer to gently pry the
slat from the pallet second from the end. Take
care to avoid splitting the wood.

Attach Slat to Bottom of Pallet

Use a hammer to attach the removed slat to the
end of the pallet to create an enclosed cubby. The
nails will likely still be attached to the slat and

Can You Dig It?
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may simply be driven in, but additional nails may
be used, if necessary. This cubby can be used for
storing small pots or other garden supplies once
the rack has been mounted.

Paint or Stain Pallet
Paint or stain pallet, as desired. In the spirit of
cheap DIY, we used a rosewood stain left over
from a previous project.

Measure Placement for Anchor Bolts

Select the more attractive side of the pallet and
measure 14” from the top (the end opposite the
cubby) Mark spots at 9” and 12” from each side.
Anchor bolts spaced 3” apart will be used to hold
long-handled tools. Note: Pallets are not uniform
in construction. If a measurement of 14” from the
top falls in a gap between slats, adjust placement
by an inch or two, if necessary.

Drill Holes for Anchor Bolts
Use drill with 1/2” bit to drill holes at marked
points.

Attach Anchor Bolts

Place a nut and washer behind a drilled hole and a
complementary nut and washer on the front and
thread anchor bolt through to secure. Repeat with
remaining three holes to create a pair of tool-
hanging brackets. Use an adjustable wrench to
secure anchor bolts. The angled tip should be
turned to face upward.

Prepare Bow Rake Heads

Depending on how rake handles were attached,
holes may already be in place. If not, use drill with
1/4” bit to drill a hole through each of the rake
handle mounts parallel to the tines. This hole will
be used to mount the rake head to the pallet.

Mount Rake Heads

Place rake heads centered from the sides of the
pallet with tines facing upward at 20” and 32”
from the top of the pallet. Use drill with Phillips
screwdriver bit to attach rake heads using 3” deck
screws driven through prepared holes. As with the
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anchor bolts, distance from the top and spacing
between rake heads may require slight
adjustment to fall on slats. These rake heads can
be used to hang hand tools or any small, tethered
items.

Mount Rack

Find wall space in a shed, garage or an outdoor
location with an overhang large enough to keep
the rain off. Position the tool rack on the wall with
the top at a height of about 7 feet and level. Use
four 3” deck screws uniformly spaced to attach.

Get Organized

This inexpensive tool rack will hold eight long-
handled tools and at least ten hand tools with
plenty of space left over for small pots, potting
soil, gloves and other gardening miscellany tucked
away in a convenient cubby.

FOR PHOTOS OF EACH STEP LISTED GO TO:
http://www.hgtvgardens.com/diy-garden-
projects/turn-a-wooden-pallet-into-a-garden-tool-
rack#isthash.CWRxgbTk.dpuf

HAVE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
& A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

January, 15 2015
PHLMG Board Meeting
5:00 PM
PHLMG General Meeting
6:00 PM
Webster Parish Extension Office

January 17, 2015
NE LA Master Gardeners
present
“Gardening Through the Ages”
West Monroe Convention Center
7:30 AM-12:30 PM

February 19, 2015
PHLMG Board Meeting
5:00 PM
PHLMG General Meeting
6:00 PM
Webster Parish Extension Office

February 21, 2015
Buds & Blooms
First United Methodist Church
9 AM - Noon

March 19, 2015
PHLMG Board Meeting
5:00 PM
PHLMG General Meeting
6:00 PM
Webster Parish Extension Office

April 18, 2015
GREEN THUMB JAMBOREE
WEBSTER PARISH EXTENSION OFFICE
9 AM -3PM

May 2-3, 2015
Le Tour des Jardins

Crossword Answers....Did you look??

Across: 4.Nog 6.Christmas 8.Ear 9.Icicle 10.Sir 11.Hoe 13.Southern 15.0ne 17.Nasturtium 20.Iris 24.Graphite

25.Ace 26.Pew

Down: 1.0ccasion 2.Prairies 3.Gate 5.Garden 7.Snips 11.He 12.0re 14.0ar 16.Nature 18.Tarp 19.Toot 21.Rap 22.Ice 23.Sew

Can You Dig It?
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	A Gardener’s Version of the Night Before Christmas
	'Twas the night before Christmas and all through the yard
	the branches were bare and the ground frozen hard;
	The roses were dormant and mulched all around
	to protect them from damage if frost heaves the ground.
	The perennials were nestled all snug in their beds
	while visions of 5-10-5 danced in their heads.
	The new-planted shrubs, had been soaked by the hose
	to settle their roots for the long winter's doze;
	And out on the lawn, the new fallen snow
	protected the roots of the grasses below.
	When what to my wondering eyes should appear
	but a truck full of gifts of gardening gear.
	Saint Nick was the driver - the jolly old elf
	and he winked as he said, "I'm a gardener myself.
	I've brought wilt-pruf, rootone, and gibberellin, too.
	Please try them and see what they do.
	To start new plants, a propagating kit.
	Sparkling new shears, for the old apple tree.
	To seed your new lawn, I've a patented sower;
	in case it should grow, here's a new power mower.
	For seed-planting days, I've a trowel and a dibble,
	and a roll of wire mesh if the rabbits should nibble.
	For the feminine gardener, some gadgets she loves;
	plant stakes, a sprinkler, and waterproof gloves;
	A chemical agent for the compost pit,
	and for pH detecting, a soil testing kit.
	With these colorful flagstones, lay a new garden path,
	for the kids to enjoy, and bird feeder and bath.
	And last but not least, some well-rotted manure.
	A green Christmas year round, these gifts will ensure."
	Then jolly Saint Nick, having emptied his load,
	started his truck and took to the road.
	And I heard him exclaim through the motor's loud hum
	"Merry Christmas to all, and to all a green thumb!"
	Submitted by Evalyn Cabell from
	Horticulture & Home Pest News
	www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/hortnews
	A Favorite Recipe
	Take Care of Winter Garden Chores
	By Dan Gill LSU AgCenter Horticulturist
	County Agent’s Corner
	Lee Faulk, LSU MG Coordinator
	Cold-Weather Compost
	Keeping the compost cooking through winter in any region.


