Can You Dig It?
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Well, we've made it to the hottest time of the year,
when we all head inside for the A C! The third
quarter signals a few things for us here in
Louisana,( besides the heat) — Back to School,
hurricane threats, and of course, time to start
planning for our fall planting, plus butterfly season

and the Butterfly Festival!

During this time, we try to do as little as possible to
the plants in our landscape, so why not start your
seedlings for fall planting. This warm weather will

surly help them to germinate well.

It's also a good time to prepare your garden beds
to accept their next season plantings, if you do a
fall/winter garden. | know it is hot, so do this sort of
chore early or late when the sun isn’t so intense
and take care of yourself. | plan to try my hand at
a fall planting. Hope it's better than my spring one!
| grew more weeds, stink bugs, and horn worms
that veggies! But, I'm not letting that deter me from
trying it again! What about you? Summer seems to
last forever, but cooler weather will eventually
return and the air will no longer feel unbearable.
We are blessed to be able to have multi- seasons

to grow things!
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What's Up With Can You Dig It!

LETS TALK A MOMENT ABOUT VOLUNTEERING.
Have you thought about why you joined Master
Gardeners, lately? | know most wanted to learn
more about growing and showing off beautiful plants
and veggies. But what should be up there also is
giving back to our communities. That's where those
volunteer hours come in. We all want to work on
those fun events where the job is easy. But to make
those events “fun”, means someone must get dirty,
sweaty and tired. One M.G. sanctioned event needs
desperately some more of you to come get dirty and
sweaty! That's the Butterfly Festival. The fun day is
Sept 21. To make the Farigrounds butterfly areas
look their best, we need to do some not so fun
things. Grab your gloves, spades, hoes and sunhats
and lets plan a group cleanup! I'll bring the cold
drinks. Then don't forget to signup to work the

actual day of fun at the festival!

Hope the remainder of the newsletter will inform and
entertain you. Grab your garden gloves, trowels and
spades cause YOU CAN DIG IT!

Submitted by Wanda Medlock-Smith



AUGUST

The most important thing you
can do for plants during the hot,
dry days of summer is ensure

they are getting sufficient water.

Tips  for  soail moisture

management:

<Water early in the morning
when evaporation is at its

minimum.

<Apply 1-1/2 inches of rainfall
equivalent per week to ensure

you are watering deeply.

<Mulch flowerbeds with 2-3
inch layer of mulch such as

leaves or pine straw.

<Consider planting Louisana
Super Plants that have been
proven to perform well in LA
landscapes. To find out more
about LA Super Plants visit

Isuagcenter.com.
SEPTEMBER

High summer tempertures

affect much of the gardening

Activities that might damage a
plant's roots  such as
transplanting.

So, avoid digging up and
moving plants in the hot months
of August and  September.
Larger plants in particular,
should be left alone at least
until the weather begins to cool

in October.

As spring and summer crops
play out, pull their remains and
add them to the compost pile.
Consider planting a cover crop
if there are no plans for the
space until next spring. Cover
crops act as “green manure”
that will enrich the soil after they

are turned under.

August and September are less
than ideal time to plant hardy
trees and shrubs into the
landscape. Keep in mind that
during this time of year, we try
to do as little as possible that
would add more stress to the
plants. Generally, you should
avoid major pruning, and water
only to prevent drought stress.

Third Quarter of
the Year
Gardening Tips

The oven doors open in May
and the intense heat of
summer that drags on past
September has you longing
for cooler tempts!

OCTOBER

Take advantage of the planting
season and add shrubs or small
trees that have red berries. Not
only are they popular for their
red berries at the holidays, but
also for the many birds that

forage for food during winter.

The obvious choice is a holly.
Hollies are the traditional plants
thought of for winter berry
production. Foster’s holly and
Savanah holly produce a good
crop of berries and can reach
from 12 to 20 feet tall.

Hollies aren’t the only choices.
For something small, try
(Ardisia

crenata). This plant produces

Christmas berry

leaves and a
bright red

berries. It won't get taller than 3

dark green

abundance of

feet and loves the shade.
Another is Pyracantha coccinea
that others call scarlet firehorn.
Its small leaves and spiny
branches get little credit, but the
showey fruit persists into
winter. It's about 8 feet tall

hedge.



Fertilizer Facts
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Fertilizing Solutions

Fertilizer choices range from
already-in-the-soil, to slow-release
pellets or grandules, to water-
soluble. They're all fine fine ways to
get needed nutrients to plants.

Fertilizing may sound complicated,
but follow these four easy steps and
your plants will thrive. Every plants
need to eat! In containers, with lot
of roots in a small volumn of soil-
free potting mix, plants get hungry
in a hurry. Take a look at these
fertilizing basics to get your plants
gorgeous in no time flat.

1 DON'T FORGET If you know
you will have trouble remembering
to fertilize, choose a potting mix
with slow-release fertilizer.Even if
you don’t remember to do anything
else, your plants get a few extra
nutrients. Already have a bag of
regular potting mix? Sprinkle on a
layer of granular fertilizer 8 to 10
inches below the soil surface in the

Pot, or about halfway down in
smaller containers. A pelleted slow-
release formula, such as
Osmocote, works fine, too. Roots
will be able to access that layer of
fertilizer as they get themselves
established.

2 FEED ‘EM UP If you plant
heavy feeders like many annual
flowers, a water-soluble fertilizer
delivers nutrients quickly. Follow
directions on the packaging, or
water once a week with a solution
that's about one -quarter the
recommended strength. Your best
bet for an all purpose fertilizer is a
10-10-10 formula.

3 JUST WAIT Don't fertilizer too
early! Small, new plants don’t need
a lot of fertilizer, and in can burn
tender new roots. Give them a
couple of weeks to get established
in the potting mix before you start to
fertilize.

4 TAKE CARE You don’t want
fertilizer to do more harm than
good, so keep three things in mind.
First, water containers before you
fertilize — roots will absorb nutrients
better, without causing fertilizer
burn. (Fertilizer burn happens when
plants are overfed. The most
noticeable symptom is brown,
“scorched” leaf edges.Don't panic,
just flush out the container with
water right away.Set up over a
bucket to catch the run off. You can
“re-cycle” that deluted fertilizer on
your garden.) Second, don’'t water
when it's hot. Wait until evening or
a cooler day, as fertilizing on a hot
day can cause burn, too. And
finally, it's usually best to keep
fertilizer off the leaves. Water-
soluable fertilizers can leave marks
on foliage and flowers, and if the
container is in a sunny area,
fertilizer on the leaves can cause
burns and scorching.

Q: I'love petunias and calibrachoa in containers, but they start to look ratty by

midsummer. What should | do to care for them?

Try undercutting. That’s basically lifting the mass of foliage up and removing long,

straggling stems from underneath. It's a great way to prune back unruly trailing plants

without demanging their appearance. And it opens up densly packed stems, letting in

more light, which will keep the foliage healthier, too.
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Upcoming Events

» August 15 — Piney Hills Louisana Master Gardeners Regular Meeting
Regular meeting PHLMG at 6:00pm Webster Parish Extenstion Office.

.+ September 19- Piney Hills Louisiana Master Gardeners Regular Meeting
Regular meeting PHLMG at 6:00pm Webster Parish Extenstion Office.

» September 20 — 2019 Northwest Regional Louisana Master Gardener Appreciation Day

9:00am — 1:00pm at the Red River Research Station. 2.5 hours of continuing education in one event! AgCenter
Specialist speaking on Veggies, Weeds, Diseases and Insects. Walking tours of the regional “Super Plants” garden.
Complimentary lunch at noon. Garden Goodies. Door Prizes. Register by September 6'"- Contact Mark Wilson at 318
698 0010 or mawilson@agcenter.lus.edu

. September 21 — Haynesville Butterfly Festival

This annual event held at the Claiborne Parish Fair Grounds is a Master Gardeners sanctioned event! Master
Gardeners volunteer before the event (to help with beautification) and during the activities (as guides, vendor help,
door keepers, etc.). PLEASE sign up to work on both of these ocassions and rack up those hours! Loice Kendrick-
Lacy is the coordinator for this event. Her contact # is 318 624 1929.

. October 17- Piney Hills Louisana Master Gardeners Regular Meeting

Regular meeting PHLMG at 6:00pm Webster Parish Extention Office.
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